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GUIDE SIGNS 

Guide signs are essential to guide vehicle operators along streets and highways, to inform 

them of interesting routes, to direct them to cities, towns, villages or other important 

destinations, to identify nearby rivers and streams, parks, forests, and historical sites, and 

generally to give such information as will help them along their way in the most simple, 

direct manner possible.  

REGULATORY SIGNS 

Regulatory signs inform highway users of traffic laws or regulations and indicate the 

applicability of legal requirements that would not otherwise be apparent. These signs 

shall be erected wherever needed to fulfill this purpose, but unnecessary mandates should 

be avoided. The laws of many states specify that certain regulations are enforceable only 

when made known by official signs. 

Some regulatory signs are related to operational controls but do not impose any 

obligations or prohibitions. For example, signs giving advance notice of or marking the 

end of a restricted zone are included in the regulatory group. 

Regulatory signs normally shall be erected at those locations whether regulations apply. 

The sign message shall clearly indicate the requirements imposed by the regulation and 

shall be easily visible and legible to the vehicle operator. 

WARNING SIGNS 

Warning signs are used when it is deemed necessary to warn traffic of existing or 

potentially hazardous conditions on or adjacent to a highway or street. Warning signs 

require caution on the part of the vehicle operator and may call for reduction of speed or 

a maneuver in the interest of his own safety and that of other vehicle operators and 

pedestrians. Adequate warnings are of great assistance to the vehicle operator and are 

valuable in safe-guarding and expediting traffic. The use of warning signs should be kept 

to a minimum because the unnecessary use of them to warn of conditions which are 

apparent tends to breed disrespect for all signs.  

 


